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11_1 . (C)  Ref  tel  identified  intermediate  measures  PM  Maliki 
could  take  to  keep  momentum  on  reconciliation.  We  offer 
three  additional  thoughts.  First,  the  PM's  office  should 
focus  on  making  certain  all  reconciliation  efforts  are 
announced  publicly  and  well-publicized  when  they  happen,  both 
in  national  and  regional  media.  The  PM  has  tended  to 
downplay  details  of  his  reconciliation  efforts  in  order  to 
avoid  antagonizing  his  Shia  followers;  however,  national 
reconciliation  requires  broad  public  support,  and  regional 
governments  need  to  see  evidence  of  the  GOI 1 s outreach  to 
Sunnis.  For  example,  GOI  disbursal  of  funds  to  a province 
should  be  accompanied  by  an  announcement  including  the 
amount,  the  province  for  which  funds  are  destined,  and  the 
use  to  which  they  will  be  put.  The  GOI  should  also  draw 
attention  to  the  GOI ' s national-level  works  in  heavily-Sunni 
provinces . 

112 . (C)  Second,  the  PM  should  consider  appointing  an  ombudsman 
who  could  help  citizens  seek  exemptions  or  other  remedies 
currently  available  to  those  who  have  been  subject  to 
de-Baathif ication  orders.  While  the  PM  could  not  overturn 
de-Baathif ication  orders,  he  could  lend  the  support  of  his 
office  to  identifying  procedural  remedies  that  could  help  in 
some  cases. 

1I_3 . (C)  Third,  the  PM  should  accelerate  — and  of  course 
publicize  — ongoing  measures  to  compensate  victims  of  the 
Saddam  regime,  including  Shia,  Sunni,  and  Kurds,  reminding 
Iraqi  citizens  that  they  all  suffered  under  Saddam.  It 
should  also  help  condition  Iraqis  to  accept  the  reversal  of 
some  de-Baathif ication  measures  if  they  see  that  Saddam's 
victims  were  receiving  help  as  well  as  those  that  benefited 
from  Baath  Party  membership. 
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